INTRODUCTION
The South African Department of Education (DoE) subsidises higher educational institutions in South Africa if research output is published in one of the journals that appear on the list of approved academic journals and the author is associated with the accredited tertiary institution. In order to procure accreditation an approved scholarly journal has to comply with international standards. The following ten criteria could be regarded as internationally acknowledged criteria: (1) original and innovative research, (2) peer review, (3) peer recognition, (4) scholarly impact, (5) language accessibility through abstracts, (6) international indexing, (7) impact and accessibility through broad library subscription, individual/institutional circulation, institutional responsibilities, and open electronic access , (7) international editorial quality control and management, (8) orthographical and printing quality according to a recognised reference system (9) the inclusion of book reviews, and (10) adherence to schedule.
At the University of Pretoria two theological journals are associated with the Faculty of Theology. Both journals appear on the list of South African accredited academic journals. The two journals represent different theological interest groups. 
HTS Theological / Teologiese Studies (HTS) is affiliated with the Reformed Theological College (HTK

POSITION IN THE ACADEMIC WORLD
The redactional policies of both journals are closely related to the vision of the University of Pretoria, namely, to be nationally relevant and internationally competitive. Its International Advisory Board consists, amongst others, of members with Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, Reformed and Presbyterian denominational affiliations. These members are internationally renowned university scholars and/or clergy. Over a period of one year, two issues (Numbers) are published per volume. A third edition is published periodically as a commemoration edition, or as a special edition dealing with a specific subject or topic. According to its constitution the journal's aim is to make a theological contribution in South Africa by supporting theologians, philosophers, scholars and ministers of religion in religious, social and ecumenical related subjects by means of original research. Since the founding of the journal, scholars from abroad have been attracted to co-contribute to the journal. Research outputs submitted for subsidy by the Department of Education, are strictly peer reviewed according to internationally recognised criteria. The editorial board does not necessarily endorse the views of authors, but academic discourse is promoted through the journal.
Although the two journals are attached to specific academic interest groups, both journals publish an increasing number of articles written by foreign scholars. The language of both journals, which used to be Afrikaans, has drastically changed over the past three years to being predominantly English, with other foreign languages also included (see statistical index below). The change in language increased the impact factor of both journals, as well as the international accessibility of the research results. Both journals are widely indexed on lists in the theological academic world. Fifteen articles by scholars from abroad appeared in Volume 62 (2006) 
PURPOSE AND SCOPE
Since the establishment of HTS Theological Studies and Verbum et Ecclesia, their readership e includes academics, theologians, scholars in the fields of humanities, social studies, as well as professional pastors, ministers of religion, and readers who take an academic interest in religious matters. The journals cover theology in its broadest sense and therefore publish articles that are linked to a variety of other study fields. Thus, they have a multidisciplinary, multi-church, inter-faith and multi-religious focus and scope. HTS Theological Studies and Verbum et Ecclesia are committed to the development of young scholars. Like philosophy, theology fulfils multi-disciplinary role in the academic environment]in the academic environment. Theology serves as a cohesive study field for a variety of sciences. Since theology is not only a study field aimed at the education of pastors or ministers of religion, it also links with a variety of other study fields. HTS Theological Studies and Verbum et Ecclesia therefore have a multi-disciplinary, multi-church, inter-faith and multi-religious focus and cover amongst others, aspects of religious studies, philosophy, ancient Semitic and classical languages, sociology and ethics.
Both journals make a meaningful theological contribution in South Africa, in Africa and in the international world by supporting theologians, philosophers, scholars and ministers of religion in their study of religious, social and ecumenical related subjects by means of original and sound research. HTS Theological Studies and Verbum et Ecclesia count among the first 100 academic journals as far as frequency of articles published in scientific journals is concerned. With its 4 editions per annum, HTS Theological Studies is ranked in the fourteenth place, while Verbum et Ecclesia finds itself in the 69 th position with its twoeditions per annum. 
STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
The editors of both Verbum et Ecclesia (VE) and HTS Theological Studies (HTS) do not consider these journals to be "categorised" as so-called "in house" journals because of VE's and HTS' close association with the Faculty of Theology at the University of Pretoria. "In house journals" can be defined as "local journals" in which only (or mainly) articles by researchers attached to a . More than 45% of these articles were published in 100 journals. With regard to the highest frequency, HTS Theological Studies is listed in the 14 th position. In this instance, "frequency" refers to the researchers' preference for a specific journal in which to publish their outputs. Those journals with a higher frequency are mainly journals of Medicine, Law and Education. The NGTT (a scholarly theological publication of the NG Church assocaited to the University of Stellenbosch), is listed in the 22 nd position. particular institution responsible for the journal are published and do not comply with the following criteria for accreditation:
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• original and innovative research;
• peer review;
• peer recognition;
• scholarly impact;
• language accessibility through abstracts;
• international indexing;
• impact and accessibility through broad library subscription and individual/institutional circulation; • international editorial quality control and management;
• acknowledged reference system; • orthographical and printing quality;
• the inclusion of book reviews;
• adherence to schedule.
The accreditation of theological journals on the ISI and IBSS international lists is highly problematic, since these lists' focus is more on the nature and interests of the empirical Social Studies and the Natural Sciences. ISI and IBSS are First World dominated lists. The promotion of Third World theological and religious perspectives, therefore, depends on African and South African initiatives.
According to the ASSAf report of 2006 on a national strategic framework for South African research journals, the following categories of journals are accepted as subsidised, accredited scholarly journals by the Department of Education. They include journals indexed in international indexes (e.g. ISI and IBSS), "local" scholarly journals initiated by learned societies that represent specialisation fields and "local" scholarly journals initiated by academic interest groups such as academic schools/ universities/ faculties and institutions that promote academic research. Both HTS Theological Studies and Verbum et Ecclesia are excellently positioned as far as the third category is concerned.
Since 2002, the editorial boards of both journals have unsuccessfully attempted to affiliate with ISI and IBSS. These applications are per definition unsuccessful, because the indexes are not concerned with theology as such. In the case of ISI, according to responsive correspondence to the editor of HTS Theological Studies, the reason for not including HTS was based on their "current coverage priorities" and not on the "quality of research included in your journal". It was also stated that "we are familiar with such conditions as imposed by certain governmental bodies around the globe. However, as far as we are concerned, this constitutes a serious misuse of our services and the data we make available". IBSS refused indexing because "religion … is not considered to be a core discipline. In line with this, we only take journals that cover this from a social science or anthropological perspective, rather than a theological one". Furthermore, "Religious Studies is what IBSS would term a "supportive or complimentary discipline". The discipline of theology seems therefore to be incompatible with the requirements set by these bodies.
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Another difference between the Natural Sciences and the Humanities concerns the way in which a journal's impact factor is measured in terms ofthe commercial aspect associated with the impact of a citation. While ISI and IBSS sell articles in journals on account of the scientific impact of their sales, it is not the practice of the Humanities and Theology. In most instances theological articles are not sold to determine their citation impact. Authors in the Humanities (Theology included) are very often cited in order to reject the cited scholar's viewpoint or thesis. Citations in the Humanities are therefore not accurately or empirically measured to determine a positive scholarly impact as is the case with the Natural Sciences. Further attempts will be made by the editors of both HTS and Verbum et Ecclesia to apply for listing on either the ISI or IBSS index.
This state of affairs requires alternative indexing and measurement of the journals' impact factor. With the abovementioned perspectives in mind, it is apparent that because of the difference in character between Natural Sciences and the Humanities, the latter should be viewed in terms of categories/criteria that are more appropriate than those that apply to the Natural Sciences. Moreover, the commercial aspect which plays a role in the ISI and IBSS indexing system, does not do justice to the measurement of the impact factor of disciplines in the Humanities.
We therefore suggest that Verbum et Ecclesia and HTS Theological Studies (and other) South African theological journals, which appear on the accredited list of journals of the DoE, and which are simultaneously indexed on one or more of the following three indexes, be deemed to beof the same 13 Correspondence received from both indexes, however, confirm the scholarly quality and integrity of the HTS Theological Studies as the oldest South African journal. In one of its letters, the ISI also objects in writing to the fact that it is used by the South African Department of Education as criterion for subsidies. Currently, one South African theological journal are indexed by ISI (Acta Theologica ) and none by the IBSS. In Prof Mouton's view it is unlikely to happen in future, the reason being that South African theological journals do not serve the commercial needs of these international indexes. V o l 2 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 1 V o l 3 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 2 V o l 4 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 3 V o l 5 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 4 V o l 6 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 5 V o l 7 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 6 V o l 8 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 7 V o l 9 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 8 V o l 1 0 ( 2 ) 1 9 8 9 V o l 1 1 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 0 V o l 1 2 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 1 V o l 1 3 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 2 V o l 1 4 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 3 V o l 1 5 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 4 V o l 1 6 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 5 V o l 1 7 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 6 V o l 1 8 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 7 V o l 1 9 ( 2 ) 1 9 9 8 V o l 2 1 ( 1 ) 
